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Deborah Kenn\: Radical Education
Reformer
A VXdden ZidoZ ZiWh WhUee kidV decided Wo Ue-cUeaWe XUban edXcaWion
in NeZ YoUk CiW\. And hXndUedV of liYeV haYe changed.

BY THOMAS KELLY

MoUe fUom WhiV  aXWhoU

Spend Wime ZiWh DeboUah Kenn\
and \oX Zalk aZa\ knoZing WhaW
one da\ heU name Zill be
engUaYed in bUon]e. AV Ze climb
Whe VWaiUV Wo Whe foXUWh flooU of PS
194 in HaUlem, Vhe poinWV oXW
ZheUe Vhe and PUeVidenW BXVh
paXVed on a landing Wo ZaiW foU
RepUeVenWaWiYe ChaUleV Rangel Wo
caWch Xp ZiWh Whem. The pUeVidenW
and Whe chaiUman of Whe HoXVe
Wa\V and MeanV CommiWWee had
come Wo YiViW Kenn\ becaXVe Vhe
ZoUkV edXcaWional miUacleV.

We pXVh WhUoXgh Whe dooUV onWo
Whe Wop flooU and inWo HaUlem
Village Academ\, Whe chaUWeU
Vchool Vhe opened in 2003. The
diffeUence fUom Whe loZeU flooUV,
Zhich hoXVe a W\pical ciW\ Vchool,
iV VWaUk. The HVA VpaUkleV, iW
VeemV bUighWeU Xp heUe, and Whe

VWXdenWV aUe all neaWl\ dUeVVed in XnifoUmV -- no bagg\-aVV jeanV, no
VhiUWWailV dUagging, and no haWV aVkeZ. AV Vhe WakeV \oX on a WoXU, \oX
noWice Whe VXbWleU diffeUenceV -- kidV ViW Xp VWUaighW in WheiU chaiUV, no
hoUVepla\, no back-UoZ ZhiVpeUeUV. SWXdenWV Vpeak in compleWe
VenWenceV. The claVVUoomV haYe nameV -- DXke, S\UacXVe, and BeUkele\.
The nameV aUe noW meUe dUeamV, and Whe\ aUe no accidenW.

In Vi[ \eaUV, Kenn\'V YiVion haV gUoZn inWo a WUio of chaUWeU VchoolV XndeU

Whe UXbUic of Village AcademieV, locaWed in NeZ YoUk pUecincWV ZheUe a

mXVcXlaU poYeUW\ haV WhUiYed foU geneUaWionV. The nXmbeUV alone Well a

compelling VWoU\. Locall\, paVVing UaWeV foU VeYenWh-gUade maWh hoYeU

aUoXnd 30 peUcenW. AW HVA, Whe UaWe iV a VWXnning 96 peUcenW. Kenn\ WakeV
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NLGV, E\ ORWWHU\, IURP WKH VDPH EORFNV DQG SURMHFWV DQG WXUQV WKHP LQWR

VWHOODU VWXGHQWV UHDG\ WR PRYH RQ WR KLJKHU HGXFDWLRQ, SURYLQJ WKDW

SRYHUW\ DQG IUDFWXUHG KRPH OLYHV DUH FRQTXHUDEOH E\ D TXDOLW\ HGXFDWLRQ.

HRZ GRHV D ZKLWH ZRPDQ, DQ HUVWZKLOH VRFFHU PRP, HQG XS OHDGLQJ WKH

FKDUJH IRU UDGLFDO HGXFDWLRQ UHIRUP LQ HDUOHP?

IW DOO VWDUWHG ZLWK D \RXQJ PDQ'V GL]]\ VSHOO. IQ 1999, DHERUDK DQG KHU
KXVEDQG, JRHO, ZHUH LQ WKHLU ODWH WKLUWLHV, ZLWK WKUHH NLGV DQG D QLFH OLIH LQ D
OHDI\ VXEXUE. OQH GD\ KH FRPSODLQHG RI GL]]LQHVV, DQG HLJKWHHQ PRQWKV
ODWHU KH ZDV GHDG IURP OHXNHPLD. FDFHG ZLWK GHVSDLU, KHQQ\, WKLUW\-HLJKW,
GHFLGHG WR WXUQ WKH KRZOLQJ JULHI LQWR VRPHWKLQJ SRVLWLYH, D FDOOLQJ DV SXUH
DQG DV YLWDO DV DQ\ LQ RXU ODQG. SKH GHFLGHG WR XVH KHU HGXFDWLRQ, VNLOOV,
DQG WDOHQW WR KHOS SHRSOH ZKR QHHG LW WKH PRVW.

SKH KDG HDUQHG D PK.D. LQ FRPSDUDWLYH LQWHUQDWLRQDO HGXFDWLRQ IURP

CROXPELD DQG WDXJKW SXEOLF VFKRRO LQ WKUHH VWDWHV. DLVLOOXVLRQHG E\ WKH

V\VWHPLF IDLOXUHV VKH HQFRXQWHUHG, VKH OHIW IRU WKH FRUSRUDWH ZRUOG, ZKHUH

VKH EHFDPH YLFH-SUHVLGHQW RI PDUNHWLQJ IRU WKH SDUHQWLQJ JURXS DW TLPH

WDUQHU DQG WKHQ KHDG RI SHVDPH SWUHHW PXEOLVKLQJ. WKHQ VKH GHFLGHG WR

VWDUW VLOODJH AFDGHPLHV, VKH NQHZ VKH ZRXOG XWLOL]H WKH EXVLQHVV VLGH RI

KHU EDFNJURXQG DV PXFK DV WKH WHDFKLQJ VLGH. SKH GHYHORSHG D EXVLQHVV

SODQ GHYRLG RI EXUHDXFUDF\ DQG KHDYLO\ LQIOXHQFHG E\ JDFN WHOFK'V QRWLRQV

RI OHDGHUVKLS DQDO\VLV DQG DFFRXQWDELOLW\.

IQ IRXQGLQJ KHU VFKRROV, KHQQ\ VWURYH WR UH-FUHDWH XUEDQ HGXFDWLRQ. HHU
HPSKDVLV LV RQ WHDFKLQJ FULWLFDO WKLQNLQJ, QRW VWDQGDUGL]HG-WHVW
FRPSOLDQFH. AW VA'V VFKRROV, VWXGHQW SURJUHVV LV PRQLWRUHG GDLO\, DQG DV
SUREOHPV DULVH, KHQQ\ DQG KHU VWDII XWLOL]H D UDSLG-UHVSRQVH DSSURDFK WR
KHOS VWXGHQWV VWD\ RQ FRXUVH. II WKHUH LV D VHQVH RI XUJHQF\ LQ WKH ZD\
KHQQ\ UXQV KHU VFKRROV, LW LV EHFDXVH VKH NQRZV WKDW VKH LV LQ WKH
EXVLQHVV RI VDYLQJ WKHVH NLGV, RI SURYLGLQJ WKHP ZLWK IXWXUHV.

TKH RWKHU SLOODU RI WKH VA PRGHO LV D VWULFW FRGH RI EHKDYLRU. KHQQ\

HVSRXVHV UHOHQWOHVV GLVFLSOLQH -- ORQJ GD\V, LQWHQVLYH KRPHZRUN,

UHVSHFWIXOQHVV LQ FODVV -- LQIXVHG ZLWK ORYH. KLGV DUH JLYHQ D VKRW, EXW WKH\

KDYH WR SXOO WKHLU ZHLJKW. TKH VA FRGH LV D EDODQFH RI ULJKWV ("HGXFDWLRQ LV

HYHU\ FKLOG'V ELUWKULJKW") DQG UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV ("HGXFDWLRQ LV P\ IXOO-WLPH

MRE").

KHQQ\ SXWV PXFK RI KHU HIIRUW LQWR UHFUXLWLQJ \RXQJ WHDFKHUV ZKR VKDUH
KHU SDVVLRQ. LDVW \HDU VKH FXOOHG WKURXJK D WKRXVDQG DSSOLFDQWV IRU HLJKW
QHZ SRVLWLRQV. HHU VWDII H[XGHV D NLQG RI MRL GH HGXFDWLRQ -- PDQ\ KDG
WDXJKW LQ VFKRROV ZKHUH EXUHDXFUDWLF PDODLVH VWLIOHG WKHLU DPELWLRQV.
KHQQ\ JLYHV WKHP D UHPDUNDEOH DPRXQW RI IUHHGRP, WLHG WR ULJRURXV
DFFRXQWDELOLW\. SKH ZDQWV KHU VWDII WR VKLQH DV EULJKWO\ DV KHU SXSLOV.

WH PRYH RXW WR WKH SOD\JURXQG IRU UHFHVV. KLGV LQ IXOO H[XEHUDQFH SOD\

XQGHU DQ DXWXPQ VXQ WKDW VHHPV WR EDVN WKHP LQ WKH JORZ RI SRVVLELOLW\.

TKH\ DUH OLNH WKRXVDQGV RI VFKRRO NLGV DQ\ZKHUH XQWLO D ZKLVWOH EORZV DQG

WKH\ IUHH]H. TKH\ GRQ'W WDON, WKH\ GRQ'W PRYH, XQWLO WKH\ DUH LQVWUXFWHG WR

OLQH XS ZLWK PLOLWDU\ SUHFLVLRQ DQG PDUFK EDFN LQWR WKH KDOOV ZKHUH, ZLWK

WKH KHOS RI KHQQ\ DQG KHU VWDII, WKH\ DUH IRUJLQJ WKHPVHOYHV LQWR IXOO

SDUWLFLSDQWV LQ WKH APHULFDQ DUHDP.

YRX OHDYH KHU LQVSLUHG WR GR PRUH IRU RWKHUV LQ WKLV OLIH.
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Read moUe of Whe BeVW and BUighWeVW 2007


