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At Girls Prep, A Stud\ In E[cellence
B\ ANDRE TARTAR, 20 Cooper Square

At Girls Prep, A Study In Excellence from The Local East Village on Vimeo.

The uniformed students of Girls Prep Lower East Side Elementary walk quietly in
single file through neon orange hallways, under banners with slogans for the
school¶s four “core values”: sisterhood, scholarship, merit and responsibility. Since
opening in 2005 as the first all-girls charter school in the city, it has been part of an
ongoing experiment to boost performance in public schools. And for years now,
students there have been quietly defying conventional wisdom about the link
between income and academic performance.

At Girls Prep, where 98 percent of students are minority and almost three-quarters
come from families with such low incomes that they qualify for free or reduced-
price lunches, test scores have exceeded the state median the past few years – one
of only a handful of schools in the East Village to do so.

NYU Journalism¶s Andre Tartar reports.
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1. 1. December 15, 2010 Link

this article left out one important piece of information–what percentage of these girls come
from the Lower East Side?

² dena
2. 2. December 15, 2010 Link

According to school officials, roughly 80 percent of the incoming kindergarten class is
from the neighborhood. “We give absolute preference to District 1 students,” Anne
Lackritz, the school¶s principal, wrote in an e-mail message to The Local.

² Richard G. Jones, Editor, The Local East Village
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80% of the “incoming Kindergarten class.” It is my understanding that nearly 80% of the
students come from outer bouroughs. This article also does not address the percentage of
students that don¶t do well, whether it be for behavorial or academic reasons and the
statistics on the way these situations are handled. Overall Charter school teachers are ill
equipped to handle students and effect a positive change if they are a problematic. And it
is articles like this that mislead the public to think that charter schools are superior to
public schools.

² Lisbeth
4. 4. December 18, 2010 Link

I live in District 1, and I think that every parent should have the choice to send their
children to a great school like this. The education that these young women receive is an
incalculable asset to this community and something that everyone should applaud.
















