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Soccer is focus of public charter
school
Latino group hopes soccer-themed K-8 charter school Zill boost

graduation rate, aid student athletes

April 06, 2011 | By Noreen S. Ahmed-Ullah, Tribune reporter

Elite soccer academies in the United States or Mexico can cost tens of thousands of dollars a year, but

would-be soccer stars in Chicago will have an opportunity to attend a soccer academy in Gage Park for

free.

There's just one hitch ² their names must be pulled in a lottery.
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United Neighborhood Organization, which runs nine charter schools in predominantly Hispanic Chicago

neighborhoods, announced Wednesday that it is taking applications for its new soccer academy, a

public school with a soccer focus. It will open this fall for 575 kindergartners through eighth-graders, and

already UNO is getting calls from parents wanting to sign up their kids.

"We have a tremendous amount of soccer talent within our community," said Juan Rangel, CEO of UNO.
"Unfortunately, a lot of kids may have the soccer skills, but they do not have the academic background."

With soccer the No. 1 sport in the Hispanic community, UNO organizers figured it could be a good hook

to inspire kids otherwise prone to dropping out or not being interested in school, perhaps getting some

on track for college sports scholarships.

The school will offer soccer for gym class and host soccer drills and scrimmages after school. While the
academic curriculum has yet to be fully developed, UNO officials hope to integrate soccer into subjects
like math and social studies, starting first with naming classrooms after countries that have hosted the
World Cup. The school also plans on focusing on fitness and nutrition as part of the daily program.
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