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Charter school with 100 percent college acceptance rate

e\es Fort Worth

B\: Eva-Marie Ayala, Star-Telegram (Texas)

eayala@star-telegram.com

FORT WORTH -- A charter school

system that boasts that 100 percent of

its high school graduates are accepted

into college announced Wednesday

that it plans to open four schools in

Fort Worth.

Uplift Education officials did not

disclose the schools' locations but said

efforts have been focused on

southeast Fort Worth.

The first three schools are expected to

open next year -- two elementary

schools and a middle school

temporarily housed at one of the elementary sites. In 2014, a secondary campus housing the middle and

high schools would open.

"We really take a regional approach," Uplift founder Rosemary Perlmeter said Wednesday at the Omni

Fort Worth Hotel. "We have so many students interested in our schools with a long waiting list. We knew

there was a broader need to expand. I never imagined that we would go from one school to more than 20

educational programs and keep growing from there."

Uplift is a Dallas-based nonprofit that receives state money to run the public charter schools. It has also

received grants from philanthropic groups including the Amon G. Carter Foundation, Michael and Susan

Dell Foundation, Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Rainwater Charitable Foundation and Sid W.

Richardson Foundation.

It operates 19 schools at nine locations across North Texas, including Summit International Preparatory

in Arlington, that focus on rigorous academics and college readiness.

Summit senior Emily Carlson said she wasn't initially interested in going to school there. As a freshman,

she was happy at her traditional public high school, though she felt that she wasn't being challenged

except for a few Advanced Placement classes.

But at her parents' urging, she decided to visit Summit.

"I absolutely fell in love with the school that day," Carlson said of the high school, which is rated

exemplary by the state. "Everyone there cares about doing well. At a regular public school, you have

some students who are just there because they have to be. Their parents made them. But at Summit,

everyone wants to be there. The students want to excel."
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More neZs about charter schools

EDITORIAL: LDXSDKRHKRH FKDUWHU FKDRV

GRRPV VFKRRO

CDUOVRQ VDLG SXPPLW'V ZRUNORDG LV KHDYLHU, ZLWK PRUH KRPHZRUN DQG SURMHFWV WKDQ VKH ZDV XVHG WR. BXW

VKH VDLG VKH DOVR JHWV PRUH RQH-RQ-RQH VXSSRUW LQ WKH VPDOOHU FODVVHV.

USOLIW DOVR KDV FDPSXVHV LQ IUYLQJ DQG DDOODV DQG SODQV WR DGG PRUH LQ WKRVH FLWLHV.

IQ TKH WDVKLQJWRQ PRVW'V UDQNLQJV RI WKH QDWLRQ'V WRS KLJK VFKRROV WKLV \HDU, NRUWK HLOOV PUHSDUDWRU\ LQ

IUYLQJ ZDV 11WK DQG PHDN PUHSDUDWRU\ LQ DDOODV ZDV 12WK.

AERXW 90 SHUFHQW RI USOLIW VWXGHQWV DUH PLQRULWLHV, DQG QHDUO\ 60 SHUFHQW FRPH IURP ORZ-LQFRPH IDPLOLHV,

VFKRRO RIILFLDOV VDLG. USOLIW KDV DERXW 6,000 VWXGHQWV DQG SODQV WR KDYH 13,000 E\ 2015.

SRXWKHDVW-VLGH IRFXV

USOLIW'V SODQV WR RSHQ FKDUWHU VFKRROV LQ FRUW WRUWK DUH SDUW RI D IDVW-FKDQJLQJ HIIRUW WR UHYLWDOL]H

DFDGHPLFV DQG VSXU GHYHORSPHQW LQ WKH VRXWKHDVW SDUW RI WKH FLW\.

"WH DUH IRFXVLQJ RQ VRXWKHDVW FRUW WRUWK EHFDXVH LW KDV EHHQ HFRQRPLFDOO\ DQG HGXFDWLRQDOO\

XQGHUVHUYHG," VDLG GHRUJH P. BXVK, D ORFDO DWWRUQH\ ZKR LV FKDLUPDQ RI WKH FRUW WRUWK USOLIW ERDUG.

BXVK, D IRUPHU KLJK VFKRRO WHDFKHU DQG WKH VRQ RI IRUPHU FORULGD GRY. JHE BXVK, KDV EHHQ LQVWUXPHQWDO

LQ EULQJLQJ WKH FKDUWHU VFKRROV WR WKH FLW\.

TKH FRUW WRUWK VFKRRO GLVWULFW LV ZRUNLQJ WR LPSURYH HGXFDWLRQ LQ WKH DUHD HDVW RI IQWHUVWDWH 35W DQG

VRXWK RI IQWHUVWDWH 30, ZKHUH PDQ\ RI LWV ORZHVW-SHUIRUPLQJ VFKRROV DUH.

TKLV \HDU, WKH GLVWULFW ODXQFKHG QHZ FDUHHU DQG FROOHJH-SUHS SURJUDPV DW HDFK RI LWV 13 KLJK VFKRROV.

TUXVWHHV UHFHQWO\ DSSURYHG FRQYHUWLQJ WKH DXQEDU 6WK GUDGH CHQWHU RQ WKH HDVW VLGH WR DQ DOO-ER\V

DFDGHP\ IRFXVHG RQ FROOHJH UHDGLQHVV.

VDULRXV SURJUDPV, LQFOXGLQJ WKRVH DLPHG DW DWWUDFWLQJ WKH EHVW WHDFKHUV WR WKH PRVW-VWUXJJOLQJ VFKRROV,

KDYH EHHQ LPSOHPHQWHG LQ PDQ\ HDVW-VLGH FDPSXVHV.

AGGLWLRQDOO\, IRUPHU DDOODV CRZER\V VWDU DHLRQ SDQGHUV LV SDUW RI DQ XQUHODWHG FKDUWHU VFKRRO JURXS

FDOOHG USOLIW FRUW WRUWK, ZKLFK SODQV WR RSHQ D FDPSXV RII LDQFDVWHU AYHQXH QHDU ODNODQG BRXOHYDUG

QH[W \HDU.

WRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU

AQGUH MFEZLQJ, H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU RI SRXWKHDVW FRUW WRUWK IQF., VDLG KH'V H[FLWHG DERXW USOLIW

EGXFDWLRQ'V SODQV DQG WKH FKDQJHV RQ KLV VLGH RI WRZQ. HH VDLG USOLIW'V HIIRUWV VKRXOG QRW EH VHHQ DV

FRPSHWLQJ DJDLQVW ORFDO VFKRROV EXW DV VWUHQJWKHQLQJ RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU HYHU\RQH.

"WH QHHG WR KDYH TXDOLW\, DIIRUGDEOH DQG SURJUHVVLYH HGXFDWLRQ FKRLFHV LQ WKH FLW\ RI FRUW WRUWK DQG LQ

SDUWLFXODU LQ VRXWKHDVW FRUW WRUWK," KH VDLG. "WRUNLQJ LQ FRQFHUW ZLWK ZKDW WKH FRUW WRUWK VFKRRO GLVWULFW

LV DOUHDG\ GRLQJ ZLOO KHOS VSXU PXFK-QHHGHG HFRQRPLF GHYHORSPHQW DQG JURZWK LQ WKDW DUHD."

MD\RU BHWV\ PULFH VDLG TXDOLW\ HGXFDWLRQ FLW\ZLGH LV WKH NH\ WR PRYLQJ FRUW WRUWK IRUZDUG. TKH CLW\

CRXQFLO DQG VFKRRO GLVWULFW WUXVWHHV UHFHQWO\ PHW WR GLVFXVV ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU WR DGGUHVV QHHGV, LQFOXGLQJ

D SRVVLEOH QDWDWRULXP SDUWQHUVKLS LQ VRXWKHDVW FRUW WRUWK.

PULFH UHFHQWO\ LVVXHG D FDOO IRU PRUH EXVLQHVVHV DQG YROXQWHHUV WR JHW LQYROYHG LQ HGXFDWLRQ.

"FRUW WRUWK LV FKDOOHQJLQJ LWV SXEOLF VFKRROV WR VWHS LW XS, DQG USOLIW ZLOO EH D SDUW RI WKDW," VKH VDLG.

EYD-MDULH A\DOD, 817-390-7700

RHDG PRUH: KWWS://ZZZ.VWDU-WHOHJUDP.FRP/2011/11/16/3532072/QRQSURILW-SODQV-WR-RSHQ-IRXU-

FKDUWHU.KWPO#L[]]1HTF5KL9R

Link: KWWS://ZZZ.VWDU-WHOHJUDP.FRP/2011/11/16/3532072/QRQSURILW-SODQV-WR-RSHQ-IRXU-FKD...
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